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This article examines the application of the andragogical approach

Military English, in teaching Military English for adult learners within the context
Andragogy, of the Azerbaijani military education system. In the modern
Adult learners, military environment, officers and cadets must possess
Azerbaijani Armed | professional communication skills in accordance with NATO
Forces, standards, which ensures their effective participation in
Professional  language | international trainings, peacekeeping operations, and multinational
training headquarters activities. In this regard, traditional pedagogical

approaches do not fully meet the needs of adult military learners.

The research is based on the fundamental principles of
andragogy proposed by Malcolm Knowles—Ilearner autonomy,
integration of professional experience into the teaching process,
problem-based and goal-oriented learning. The article analyzes
specific methods that can be applied in Azerbaijani military
educational institutions, including scenario-based tasks, real
operational examples, authentic NATO documents, and task-based
communicative activities.

The study shows that the andragogical approach has a positive
impact on increasing motivation in the teaching of Military
English, deepening terminological acquisition, and forming
communicative skills in an operational context. The results of the
article have practical significance in terms of improving the
professional language training of the Armed Forces of Azerbaijan
and updating the methodological foundations of military language
teaching.

! Teacher of the National Defense University; Baku, Azerbaijan

E-mail: renamamedova0602@gmail.com

https://orcid.org/0009-0009-0599-4837

To cite this article: Mammadova, R. [2026]. An Andragogical Approach to Teaching Military English to Adult Learners in the
Azerbaijani Military Education Context. History of Science journal, 7(1), pp.82-86.
https://doi.org/10.33864/2790-0037.2026.v7.i1.82-86

Article history:
Received: 25.12.2025
Revised: 26.01.2026
Accepted: 01.03.2026
Published: 15.03.2026

Copyright: © 2026 by AcademyGate Publishing. This article is an open access article distributed under the terms and conditions of
the CC BY-NC 4.0. For details on this license, please visit https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

82

History of Science, 2026, 7(1) https://academygate.org/journal/detail/2



mailto:renamamedova0602@gmail.com
https://orcid.org/0009-0009-0599-4837
https://doi.org/10.33864/2790-0037.2026.v7.i1.82-86
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://orcid.org/0009-0009-0599-4837

History of Science AcademyGate Publishing
Vol 7, issue 1, serial 24, 2026, pp.82-86 p-ISSN 2790-0029; e-ISSN 2790-0037

AZORBAYCAN HORBI TOHSIL SISTEMi KONTEKSTINDO
YETKIN OYRONONLOR UCUN HORBI INGILIS DILININ
TODRISINDO ANDRAGOJIK YANASMA
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Acar sozlar: ANNOTASIYA
Bu moqalo Azorbaycan horbi tohsil sistemi kontekstinds yetkin
Andragogika, Oyrononlor {giin horbi ingilis dilinin todrisindo andragojik
Herb_i ingilis dili, yanagmanin totbiqini arasdirir. Milasir horbi miihitdo zabitlor vo
\H(e%'lrl[ t'ﬁ/sri?ngnlgr, kursantlar NATO standartlarina uygun pesokar kommunikasiya
arbi tahsil,

bacariglarina malik olmahdirlar ki, bu da onlarin beynoslxalq

Azorbaycan  Silahls tolimlords, siilhmoramli omoliyyatlarda vo g¢oxmillotli gorargah
Qiivvalori, . . DR ; ) )
Kommunikativ foaliyyotlorinds effektiv istirakini tomin edir. Bu baximdan, anonavi
yanagma pedaqoji yanasmalar yetkin horbi Oyrononlorin ehtiyaclarini tam

sokildo qarsilamar.

Todqigat Malcolm Knowles torofindon iroli  siiriilmiis
andragogikanin 9sas prinsiplorino — Oyronanlorin muxtariyyati,
pesokar tocriibonin todris prosesing inteqrasiyasi, problemasasl vo
moqgsadydnlii dyronmo — osaslanir. Mogalado Azorbaycan horbi
tohsil miiossisolorindo totbiq oluna bilocok konkret metodlar, o
climlodon ssenariyo osaslanan tapsiriqlar, real omoliyyat
niimunoloari, autentik NATO sonadlori va vazifaasasl kommunikativ
faaliyyetlor tohlil edilir.

Arasdirma gostorir ki, andragojik yanagma haorbi ingilis dilinin
tadrisinde motivasiyanin artmasina, terminoloji monimsomanin
dorinlogsmasine  vo  omoliyyat kontekstindo kommunikativ
bacariqlarin formalagmasina miisbot tosir gostorir. Moqalonin
naticalori Azarbaycan Silahli Qiivvalorinin pesokar dil hazirliginin
tokmillosdirilmosi vo harbi dil todrisinin metodoloji asaslarinin
yenilonmasi baximindan praktik shomiyyat dastyir.
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AHJIPATOTHYECKHUI MOJIXO0J K IPEIOJJABAHUIO
BOEHHOI'O AHT'JIMACKOTI' O SI3bIKA B3POCJIBIM
OBYYAIOIIMMCS B KOHTEKCTE BOEHHOI'O OBPA3OBAHUSI
A3EPBAMIDKAHA
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KiarwueBble ciioBa: AHHOTALIUA

B crarbe wuccnenyercss NPUMEHEHHE aHIPArorudeckoro moaxoaa B
Boennpiii  anrmiickuii | TPENOJaBaHIN BOEHHOTO AHITIMACKOTO A3bIKA 171 B3POCTBIX 00ydaromuxcs
B KOHTEKCTE CHCTEMbl BOCHHOTO oOpa3oBanus AsepOaiijkaHa. B

SI3BIK
Az ’arorHKa COBPEMEHHBIX BOCHHBIX YCIOBHAX O(UIIEPH U KyPCaHTHI JODKHBI 001aaTh
p ’ npohecCHOHATbHBIME KOMMYHUKATUBHBIMM HABBIKAMH B COOTBETCTBHUHU CO
Bspocinbie
crannapraMmu HATO, uytro oOecreunBaer ux 3dQekTHBHOE ydacTHe B
oOyuJatomuecs,

MEXIyHapOAHBIX YYEHHUSIX, MUPOTBOPUECKUX OINEPalUsIX U JesITEeIbHOCTU
Boennoe obpa3zosanue, MHOTOHAI[MOHANBHEIX IITA00B. B  3TOM OTHOIIEHWHM TPaAMIMOHHEIE
Boopyxénnbie  Cuitbl | neparornueckue moaxozsl He B TOTHON Mepe YAOBIETBOPAIOT MOTPEGHOCTH

Azepbaifmxana, B3POCIIBIX BOGHHOCITYXAITHX-00yJaronuxcs.
KoMMmyHuKaTUBHBIN HccnenoBanne OCHOBBIBACTCS HA OCHOBHBIX HNPHHIMIIAX aHAPAroTrHKH,
MOIX 0T BBIABMHYTHIX MankonsmMoMm Hoym3om, — aBTOHOMHM 0Oydaromiuxcs,

MHTETpaluy Mpo(ecCHOHANTBHOTO ONbITa B y4eOHBIH ITpolecc, IpoOIeMHO-
OPHEHTHPOBAaHHOTO U  II€JCHANpaBlICHHOro oO0ydeHHs. B  crarbe
AHATTM3UPYIOTCS KOHKPETHBIE METOMBI, KOTOPBIE MOTYT OBITH NMIPUMEHEHHI B
BOGHHBIX 00pa3oBaTeNbHBIX YuUpeXJIeHUsiX AsepOaiijpkaHa, BKIrOUas
3aaHNsd, OCHOBAHHBIE Ha CIEHAPHIX, pEalbHbIE NPHMEPHl OIEPATHBHOM
JeSITeIbHOCTH, ayTeHTHUHbIe T0KyMeHThl HATO 1 KOMMyHHUKaTHBHBIE BUIBI
JeSITeIbHOCTH, OPUEHTHPOBAHHBIC HA BHITIOJIHEHHE CITY>KEOHBIX 3a/1a4.

HccrnenoBanue MOKa3bIBaeT, YTO aHAPArOTHUECKUH MOIXOJ OKa3hIBaeT
MIOJIO)KUTEIbHOE BIHMSHUE HA IIOBBILICHHE MOTHBALMM TP OOYYCHHH
BOCHHOMY AHTJIMHCKOMY S3BIKY, YIIyOJIEeHWE YCBOEHHS TEPMHMHOJOTHH H
(dopMHpOBaHHE KOMMYHHKAaTHBHBIX HABBIKOB B OIEPATUBHOM KOHTEKCTE.
Pe3ynbraThl cTaTbM HMMEIOT IPAKTHYECKOE 3HAUYEHWE C TOYKH 3pPEHUS
COBEPIICHCTBOBAHHS podecCHOHANBHOMN S3BIKOBOM MOJTOTOBKH
Boopyxéunbix Cuit Azep0OaiipkaHa 1 0OHOBIICHUS! METOJOJIOTUUECKHX OCHOB
HpenoJaBaHusg BOCHHOTO S3bIKA.
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1.Introduction

The growing participation of the Azerbaijani Armed Forces in international military
cooperation, including NATO Partnership for Peace programs, peacekeeping missions, and
multinational exercises, has significantly increased the demand for effective Military
English instruction. English has become not only a medium of communication but also a
professional tool for operational planning, coordination, and leadership.

However, most military English learners in Azerbaijan are adult officers, non-
commissioned officers, and cadets with prior service experience, which necessitates an
instructional approach fundamentally different from traditional school-based language
teaching. As Knowles [1984] argues, adult learners differ from children in terms of
motivation, self-concept, and learning orientation. This article contends that an andragogical
approach is particularly suitable for teaching Military English in the Azerbaijani military
context.
2.Theoretical Foundations of Andragogy

The concept of andragogy was systematically developed by Malcolm Knowles, who
identified six core assumptions about adult learners:

Need to know
Self-concept

Prior experience
Readiness to learn
Orientation to learning
. Motivation

According to Knowles, Holton, and Swanson [2015], adult learners are problem-
oriented rather than subject-oriented and prefer learning that has immediate relevance to
their professional tasks. This aligns closely with military training culture, where learning is
directly linked to mission success and operational effectiveness.

In contrast to pedagogy, which assumes learner dependency, andragogy positions the
learner as an active participant responsible for their own learning outcomes [Knowles,
1984]. This distinction is critical in military education, where autonomy and decision-
making are core professional competencies.
3.Characteristics of Adult Military Learners in Azerbaijan

Adult military learners in Azerbaijan possess several defining characteristics that
influence language learning:

+ Operational experience: Many learners have participated in real or simulated missions,
which shapes their learning expectations.

» Hierarchical mindset: Military structure can inhibit open classroom interaction if not
properly managed.

» Goal-oriented motivation: Learners prioritize language skills that directly improve
professional performance.

« Time constraints: Intensive schedules require efficient and purposeful instruction.

As emphasized by Long [2015], adult second-language acquisition is most effective
when instructional content reflects learners’ professional realities. In the Azerbaijani
context, this includes briefings, rules of engagement, standard operating procedures, and
NATO-standard terminology.
4.Applying Andragogy to Military English Instruction
4.1.Problem-Centered Learning

Andragogical instruction prioritizes real-life problem-solving rather than abstract
language drills. For military English classes, this involves scenario-based activities such as

ok wdE
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operational briefings, patrol reports, or joint mission planning. Such tasks reflect real
communicative demands and increase learner engagement [Hutchinson & Waters, 1987].
4.2.Use of Learners’ Experience
Adult military learners bring valuable experiential knowledge to the classroom. Rather
than treating learners as novices, instructors should integrate their experiences into
discussions and tasks. According to Kolb [1984], experiential learning enhances retention
and critical thinking, particularly in professional contexts like military education.
4.3.Learner Autonomy and Responsibility

Encouraging self-directed learning is a key andragogical principle. In the Azerbaijani
military education system, this can be implemented through guided independent tasks,
mission-based projects, and reflective learning logs. Knowles et al. [2015] emphasize that
autonomy increases intrinsic motivation, a crucial factor in adult learning.

5.Azerbaijani Military Context and Cultural Adaptation
While andragogy promotes learner autonomy, its application must be culturally

sensitive. The Azerbaijani military tradition values discipline, respect for authority, and

collective responsibility. Therefore, the instructor’s role shifts from authoritative lecturer to
facilitator within a structured framework, maintaining discipline while fostering interaction.
Research by Basturkmen [2010] highlights that English for Specific Purposes (ESP)
instruction must adapt to institutional culture. In Azerbaijan, this means balancing NATO-
oriented communicative practices with national military values and command structures.
6.Implications for Military English Curriculum Design
Implementing an andragogical approach requires curriculum adjustments:
* Needs analysis based on operational roles [Hutchinson & Waters, 1987];
» Task-based assessment aligned with real military functions;
» Integration of authentic materials such as NATO manuals and mission reports;
» Continuous professional development for military English instructors.
Such measures ensure that language instruction supports both linguistic proficiency and
professional competence.

7.Conclusion
The findings suggest that an andragogical approach provides a theoretically sound and

practically effective framework for teaching Military English to adult learners in Azerbaijan.

By recognizing learners’ experience, fostering autonomy, and focusing on problem-centered

instruction, military language education can better meet the operational demands of modern

armed forces. Adapting andragogy to the Azerbaijani military context enhances not only
language outcomes but also overall training effectiveness.

8.REFERENCES

1. Basturkmen, H. (2010). Developing courses in English for specific purposes. Palgrave
Macmillan. (in English)

2. Hutchinson, T., & Waters, A. (1987). English for specific purposes: A learning-centred
approach. Cambridge University Press. (in English)

3. Knowles, M. S. (1984). The adult learner: A neglected species. Gulf Publishing. (in
English)

4. Knowles, M. S., Holton, E. F., & Swanson, R. A. (2015). The adult learner: The
definitive classic in adult education and human resource development. Routledge. (in
English)

5. Kolb, D. A. (1984). Experiential learning: Experience as the source of learning and
development. Prentice Hall. (in English)

6. Long, M. H. (2015). Second language acquisition and task-based language teaching.
Wiley Blackwell. (in English)

86

History of Science, 2026, 7(1) https://academygate.org/journal/detail/2



